LEADERSHIP STUDY NOTES: THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMITMENT
· In today’s study I will be looking at the importance of being committed to fulfilling God’s calling and plan for our life and to living for the Kingdom Cause

· Before I step into this teaching I will give a more detailed answer to last week’s question, “What does it mean to abide in Christ?”

Jesus said, “Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:4-5)
· TO ABIDE IN CHRIST MEANS:
i. Connection (Union with Christ)
It means that we are united to Christ and that we belong to Him. That are lives are fully surrendered to Christ. That Jesus Christ is truly our Lord and Saviour
The Apostle Paul wrote, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)

ii. Dependence
That we are completely dependent on Jesus Christ
In the book of Proverbs we read,
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6) AND
iii. Continuance (Remaining in Jesus Christ)
That we persevere continually in our walk with the Lord and in applying His teachings to our life
Jesus Himself said,

“If you abide in My word you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32)
· It is so important that we are committed to fulfilling God’s plan for our life because other people’s eternal destines are also connected to us being faithful in fulfilling our ministry calling
This is why the Apostle Paul wrote,
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15:58)
· Every believer has an important part to play in the body of Christ. Every believer has a unique God given plan for their life
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)
· We all need one another in the body of Christ. When we fail to flow in God’s plan for our life other believers are also affected

· For the body of Christ to truly function effectively it is important that all Christians are faithful and COMMITTED to fulfilling God’s plan for their lives

The Apostle Paul made this very clear in the following passages of Scripture,
“For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body - whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free - and have all been made to drink into one Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:12-13)

“For in fact the body is not one member but many. If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 
“And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body?
“If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling?
(1 Corinthians 12:14-17)

“But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. And if they were all one member, where would the body be? But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary.” (1 Corinthians 12:18-22)

And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honoured, all the members rejoice with it.”
(1 Corinthians 12:26)

“Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.  And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, variety of tongues.” (1 Corinthians 12:27-28)

“from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself IN LOVE.” (Ephesians 4:16)

· COMMITMENT HELPS US TO PERSEVERE DURING;
i. The tough times

ii. Those times when we are not seeing much fruit from our endeavours although we are in the will of God for our life

iii. Those times when we have little or no support from others, AND
iv. Those times when we have to sacrificially give of ourselves and resources when pioneering new things

· Our calling will always be tested. Are we prepared to still run with God’s plan for our life when we are confronted with great trials and tests in the will of God for our life?
· Commitment is a great key to fulfilling our God given destiny

· It is always easy to start something, but to finish what God calls us to do in life will take faith, courage and commitment
· When we have COMMITMENT we will not run from our God given calling in life when we;

i. Are facing opposition from others

ii. Have experienced some major setbacks in life

iii. Have been betrayed by others that have been close to us and who we have helped much in life
iv. Are experiencing challenging circumstances in our life, AND

v. When we see no light at the end of the tunnel for months and even years. In the Old Testament we see how Joseph went through 13 years of great trials and test after having two dreams of greatness. Then in one day he was promoted from the prison to the palace (Genesis Chapters 37 to 41)
· Without a clear commitment to enduring to the end, we will not fully appropriate all that God has planned for our life
· The simple fact is that as Christians we are in a continual spiritual battle in which the enemy of our soul, the devil, is continually trying to prevent us from living wholeheartedly for the Lord

The Apostle Peter wrote,
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
· I WILL NOW FINISH BY LOOKING AT SOME IMPORTANT THINGS THAT WE NEED TO BE COMMITTED TO DOING IN LIFE;
1. Just doing what God tells us to do in life (Pleasing God and not man) Fulfilling God’s plan and not our plan for our life. Being in the will of God for our life is the key to realizing our full potential in life

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)
2. Continually loving others at all times (There is one righteous judge. Loving others needs to be a continual choice. Jesus also commanded us to love one another)
Jesus Himself said,

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35)

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. ... So then each of us shall give account of himself to God. Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or cause to fall in our brother’s way.”
(Romans 14:10, 12-13)

3. Letting our ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’ so that people can depend on us
Jesus Himself said,
“But let your ‘Yes” be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than these is from the evil one.” (Matthew 5:37) 

4. Trusting God at all times and in all circumstances (Nothing is impossible with God)

King David wrote, “Trust in the LORD, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.” (Psalm 37:3-5)
5. A lifestyle of prayer (Prayerless people are powerless people) Prayer is the key to seeing the breakthroughs in our life, to gaining wisdom from God to make right choices and to maintaining peace in our hearts and minds)
The Apostle Paul, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)

Jesus Himself said, “Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says. Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.” (Mark 11:22-24)

6. Being both hearers and doers of God’s word (This is a great key to remaining strong in our faith in a world that is becoming more and more ungodly)

Jesus Himself said, “Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.

But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:24-27)
7. Winning souls to Christ (God’s desire is that none would perish but that all would be saved through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ) Given the reality of heaven and hell, it is so important that we are continually committed to helping people to come to Christ

In the book of Proverbs we read,

“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who wins souls is wise.” (Proverbs 11:30)
“Deliver those who are drawn toward death, and hold back those stumbling to the slaughter.  If you say, “Surely we did not know this,” does not He who weighs the hearts consider it?  He who keeps your soul, does He not know it?  And will He not render to each man according to his deeds?”  (Proverbs 24:11-12)
In the book of Daniel we read,

“Those who are wise shall shine Like the brightness of the firmament, And those who turn many to righteousness Like the stars forever and ever.” (Daniel 12:3)

8. Continually growing in Christlike character by yielding to the work of the Holy Spirit in our life and being continually clothed in Christ
The Apostle Paul wrote, “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.” (Romans 8:28-30)

Jesus Himself said, Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16)

The Apostle Paul also wrote,
“Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.” (Colossians 3:12-14)

9. Becoming the best at what God has called us to do in life (Having a spirit of excellence and not perfectionism) 
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15)

In the book of Daniel we read,

“Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him over the whole realm.” (Daniel 6:3)  AND
10. Letting go of our past mistakes and disappointments so that we can fully embrace the future that God has planned for our life (We must refuse to live with regrets. Our past does not define our future when we come to Christ)  

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:12-14)
SO IN CONCLUSION;
It is so important that we are people of commitment who never give up on what God has planned for our life. It is also important that we continually remain committed in our spiritual disciplines and in honouring our promises so that people can depend on our ‘Yes’ being ‘Yes’
In doing this our lives will make a great difference in the world for eternity at a time when people are searching for genuine hope and true purpose and meaning in life. As we remain committed to fulfilling God’s plan for our life we will also help many others to come to Christ and to fulfil their God given destinies for their lives as well
